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Melksham Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting held 
on Tuesday 8th December 2020 

 
 

PRESENT: Councillor A Westbrook (Chair) 
Councillor T Watts (Vice-Chair) 
Councillor P Aves 
Councillor S Brown 
Councillor J Hubbard 
Councillor H Illman 
Councillor G Mitcham 
Councillor M Sankey 
 

 
OFFICERS: Linda Roberts Town Clerk 
 David McKnight Economic Development Manager  
 Christine Hunter Committee Clerk 
  

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press were 

present. 
 

 
1/20   Apologies 

 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Iles. 
 

2/20   Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3/20   Minutes 
 
It was agreed that the minutes of 17 November 2020 would be approved at the 
next meeting, scheduled for 5 January 2021. 
 

9/20   Melksham Town  2020-2036 
 
Movement Working Group 
 
Councillor Westbrook confirmed this item had been moved up in the Agenda. Mr 
Gerald Millward-Oliver of Townscape gave his thanks for being invited to 
introduce the proposal.   
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Mr Millward-Oliver confirmed that following the adoption of the Town Centre 
Scoping report produced by the Council last year, that work had begun on the 
Movement Strategy. The report noted that a new Bypass could make a big 
difference to the volume and type of traffic going through the town, and in 
particular to the north of Farmers Roundabout.  The Bypass could accelerate 
pedestrian and cycle friendly changes to the town centre and offer better routes 
to the railway station.  
 
Mr Millward-Oliver made three points of the proposal: 
1. Over the past year a number of conversations with were had with 

Wiltshire Council. Recently Mr Millward-Oliver met with David McKnight 
and Steve Wilson, the Council’s major Highways Engineer leading the 
bypass project. Their thinking is aligned on the current consultation, 
highlights the same benefits, and they have agreed to work together on 
the two consultation exercises to gain the greatest benefit.  

 
2. This proposal is in two parts, the first extends until April 2021 holding the 

consultation then preparing a report and commentary. This fits well with 
Wiltshire Highway’s own deadline which is for Autumn delivery of the 
Bypass outline business case to Government. The first part is designed to 
end before the Local Government Elections and the second part follows 
the Elections ending with a final report and recommendations. Hopefully 
this timetable deals effectively with any concerns raised about Election 
timetable, Purdah etc.  

 
3. This needs to be an exercise involving the community area as a whole. 

The proposal is that Melksham Town Council provides resource and 
leadership in partnership with the community area Parish Councils. 
Examples had been provided previously about who might be involved in 
workshops, with Town and Parish Councillors being in the minority with 
the majority being specialists such as Wiltshire Council’s Head of Carbon 
Reduction, Economic Development and representatives of Community 
Groups such as climate change, business, transport, traffic, rail, 
disabilities, etc.  

 
It makes sense that everyone is involved in the consultations and subsequent 
work. This will hopefully enable us to obtain funding from the Community Area 
Board.  It has been agreed to go to the Area Board on 3rd February 2021.  

 
Councillor Hubbard asked for clarification on timing regarding presenting 
outcomes of surveys and policies and publicity due to the purdah implications.  
Mr Millward-Oliver stated that following the consultation the results would be 
produced, and the website prepared during April. Publishing would be in May, 
after the Elections.  
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The Town Clerk confirmed that £6,000 would have to come from this year’s 
budget from the General Reserve, and that the Council underwrites up to £6,500 
into the 2021-2022 budget. 
 
Councillor Hubbard asked about funding stating that the Area Board is only for 
capital projects. The Board may however see something like this as a capital 
project. Mr Millward-Oliver confirmed if the Council agree to underwrite the full 
budget, requests for a financial contribution from neighbouring parishes would 
be made.  
 
Councillor Hubbard asked how it fits in with the next stage of the Neighbourhood 
Plan, and how do we make sure two groups are not doing the same job. The 
Town Clerk Confirmed the Neighbourhood Plan is going in for an immediate 
review this work should dove tail into that process. It will become a policy within 
the Neighbourhood Plan. Councillor Westbrook stated this was discussed at the 
last Neighbourhood Plan meeting and suggested that the report is tabled at the 
next meeting.   
 
Councillor Hubbard reported on recent changes to the community area including 
Seend and Atworth; some previous parishes are no longer in the Melksham area. 
Thought may be required to the villages we look at in terms of impact on 
resources in our area.  Mr Millward-Oliver confirmed this will be taken into 
account. 
 
The Town Clerk obtained approval to forward the proposal to Katie at Place 
Studio and to contact Locality to look at funding streams. 
 
The Town Clerk confirmed the Committee need to make recommendation to Full 
Council requesting the first part of the funding is met from the Council’s general 
reserve, and to include the second part amount in the 2021-2022 budget.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard, seconded Councillor Westbrook, and 
 
 UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: to recommend to full council that £6,000 is 
used from the general reserve for stage 1 of this project and  
 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: that this committee recommends that the 
Council underwrites up to £6,500 for stage 2 to be included in the 2021-2022 
budget. 
 

4/20   Planning Applications 
 
The Council considered the following planning applications: 
 
20/08860/LBC  1 St Michaels Court Canon Square Melksham SN12 6LX 
 Renovation to listed building. 
 No Objection 

https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdResults.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&SC=Application%20Number%20is%20%20/08860/LBC%25&FT=Planning%20Application%20Search%20Results&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&XSLTemplate=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLResults.xslt&PS=10&XMLLoc=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/generic/XMLtemp/vg2gpxzirx3vsonfyqge2w3b/a06b85a2-e06f-4eb8-8542-7e5d31af9ed5.xml
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Proposed Councillor Westbrook, seconded Councillor 
Watts carried unanimously.  

 
20/09353/VAR  Melksham House 27 Market Place Melksham SN12 6ES 
  Variation of Conditions 3 and 25 and removal of Conditions 

9, 20 and 23 or 19/03329/DP3 (Construction of Community 
Campus Building, including Demolition of Curtilage Listed 
Outbuildings of Melksham House) 

 
 Councillors discussed the previously agreed access for the 

Campus and felt there was weakness in the letter wording 
which did not reflect the previously agreed reassurances on 
lorry movements and delivery times. The response needs 
to reflect this, stating that if these are complied with there 
are no objections.  
Proposed Councillor Westbrook, seconded Councillor 
Watts carried unanimously.  

 
 RESOLVED: to respond stating our disappointed that the 

reassurances on lorry movements and delivery times 
previously given to the Council and public are not reflected 
in the letter provided.  As long as those reassurances are 
included in new conditions the Council has no objection.  

 
20/09739/FUL 10 St Michaels Road Melksham SN12 6HN 
   Proposed porch & single storey rear extension 
   No Objection 

Proposed Councillor Hubbard , seconded Councillor Watts 
carried unanimously.  

 
20/07733/FUL 6 Webbs Close Union Street Melksham Wiltshire SN12 

7PA 
 Proposed extension to existing garage forming new garden 

room. 
 No Objection 

Proposed Councillor Westbrook, seconded Councillor 
Illman carried unanimously.  

 
20/10089/FUL Melksham Service Station Semington Road Melksham 

SN12 6DE 
 Extension to shop building 
 No Objection 
 Proposed Councillor Hubbard,  seconded Councillor 

Westbrook carried unanimously.  
 

5/20   Planning Decisions 
 

https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdResults.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&SC=Application%20Number%20is%20%20/09353/VAR%25&FT=Planning%20Application%20Search%20Results&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&XSLTemplate=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLResults.xslt&PS=10&XMLLoc=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/generic/XMLtemp/vg2gpxzirx3vsonfyqge2w3b/cc485a3e-0b7c-418f-b6ad-d8a3cdd61d28.xml
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdResults.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&SC=Application%20Number%20is%20%20/09739/FUL%25&FT=Planning%20Application%20Search%20Results&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&XSLTemplate=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLResults.xslt&PS=10&XMLLoc=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/generic/XMLtemp/vg2gpxzirx3vsonfyqge2w3b/06060a35-58ae-40d4-9b9b-dd525872a66f.xml
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdDetails.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&TYPE=PL/PlanningPK.xml&PARAM0=914531&XSLT=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLDetails.xslt&FT=Planning%20Application%20Details&PUBLIC=Y&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&DAURI=PLANNING
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdResults.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&SC=Application%20Number%20is%20%20/10089/FUL%25&FT=Planning%20Application%20Search%20Results&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&XSLTemplate=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLResults.xslt&PS=10&XMLLoc=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/generic/XMLtemp/foqa2eaqae2soe452opiwc55/4bba4210-4389-4b09-9848-e39ce6812085.xml
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Members noted the following planning decisions: 
 
20/08071/FUL Victoria Motors Bath Road Shurnhold Melksham SN12 

8DG 
 Demolition of existing single storey brick offices and vehicle 

workshop, erecting single storey building with waiting area, 
WC, Kitchen, offices, workshop and store. 
Decision – Approve with Conditions 

20/07198/FUL  30 Meadowsweet Place Spa Road Melksham Wiltshire 
SN12 7GW Awning over second floor balcony. 
Decision – Approve with Conditions 

20/08145/FUL  23 Vincent Close Melksham Wiltshire SN12 7HZ  
Erection of a rear conservatory 

Decision – Approve with Conditions 

 

20/07134/FUL  31 Meadowsweet Place Spa Road Melksham Wiltshire 
SN12 7GW 
Installation of retractable awning over 2nd floor balcony. 

Decision – Approve with Conditions 

 
6/20   Tree Preservation order 

 
Members noted the following Tree Preservation Order: 2020/00020/ND at  
134 Savernake Avenue, Melksham SN12 7HQ. 
 

7/20   Pre-Application Planning Consultation - New Road name off Snarlton Lane 
 
Members suspended Standing Orders to allow Councillor Baines of Melksham 
Without Parish Council to speak on this agenda item. 
 
Pre Application Planning Consultation – New Road name off Snarlton Lane. 
 
Councillor Baines gave a brief history of the area confirming that this was a 
development of the old Merrett Transport yard.  A transport business had 
operated there for over 25 years, by Ivan Merrett after his father had operated a 
coal business. He felt that it would be an appropriate tribute to name the road 
after the Merrett family.  
 
Standing Orders were reinstated.  
 
It was Unanimously Agreed that the proposed name for the street be Merrett 
Court. 
 

RESOLVED: to forward the suggestion of Merrett Court to Wiltshire 
Council. 
 

https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdDetails.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&TYPE=PL/PlanningPK.xml&PARAM0=914858&XSLT=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLDetails.xslt&FT=Planning%20Application%20Details&PUBLIC=Y&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&DAURI=PLANNING
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdResults.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&SC=Application%20Number%20is%20%20/07198%25&FT=Planning%20Application%20Search%20Results&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&XSLTemplate=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLResults.xslt&PS=10&XMLLoc=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/generic/XMLtemp/xkkgbkq3wmyw5n451acwarab/01f6960a-a375-412e-991e-37feb66261e0.xml
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdResults.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&SC=Application%20Number%20is%20%20/08145%25&FT=Planning%20Application%20Search%20Results&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&XSLTemplate=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLResults.xslt&PS=10&XMLLoc=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/generic/XMLtemp/xkkgbkq3wmyw5n451acwarab/eadeefea-119c-4b99-966b-2c54e79057e8.xml
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdResults.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&SC=Application%20Number%20is%20%20/07134%25&FT=Planning%20Application%20Search%20Results&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&XSLTemplate=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLResults.xslt&PS=10&XMLLoc=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/generic/XMLtemp/xkkgbkq3wmyw5n451acwarab/ade15434-0043-49db-bbde-e0c3155fd556.xml
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8/20   Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The Committee considered a report/an update in relation to the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
 
Councillor Westbrook stated a meeting should be arranged with Melksham 
Without Parish Council to look at the Terms of Reference, maybe in 2021.  The 
Town Clerk confirmed the apportionment of expenditure also needed to be 
discussed.  
 
Councillor Watts asked if Melksham Without Town Council had accepted 
proposed wording changes to the Memorandum of Agreement. The Town Clerk 
confirmed this had been approved by Melksham Without Parish Council.  
 
Councillor Watts stated the Memorandum of Agreement needed agreement by 
Melksham Town Council and it was more important than the Terms of Reference. 
The Town Clerk suggested both should be discussed at the meeting in January 
2021 before the Terms of Reference were taken to Full Council on 18th January 
2021, so they can be approved at the next Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
meeting. 
 
Councillor Westbrook suggested adding CCTV to the MWPC January 2021 
Agenda.  Possibly CCTV could fit the criteria for utilising CIL monies to the benefit 
of both Melksham Without Parish Council and Melksham Town Council.  The 
Town Clerk confirmed CCTV could also be a tool in the joint Emergency Plan. 
 
Councillor Hubbard and Councillor Aves agreed to attend the meeting as 
Melksham Town Council representatives. 
 

10/20   A350 Melksham By-pass 
 
Councillor Westbrook confirmed there was an extension of time, and that the 
recent Zoom meeting to discuss the Bypass was well attended by over 60 people. 
Public feedback following the meeting was very positive. 
 
The Town Clerk confirmed the Town Council needs to do a formal response to 
the Planning Consultation by 9 November 2020.  The Town Clerk to produce a 
response on behalf of Melksham Town Council as soon as possible. 
 
Additional Information: The Town Clerk the Economic Development Manager 
forwarded a response from Melksham Town Council which was within the 
consultation time window.  
 
Councillor Hubbard urged members to visit the dedicated microsite on the 
Wiltshire Council’s website containing all information relating to the Bypass 
which includes a wealth of information. Councillor Hubbard suggested the press 
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present include the link in their publication and agreed to send it to the 
Committee Clerk to forward to Committee Members. 
 
See below link to Melksham Bypass Consultation information on Wiltshire 
Council’s website. 
 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/3146/A350-Melksham-bypass 
 
 

11/20   CATG Issues 
 
.1   Highway Improvement Request Sandridge Road & Forest Road 

 
 The Town Clerk confirmed the issue had been forwarded by 

Councillor Fiorelli and was related to double roundabouts between 
Sandridge Road and Forest Road. The main issue was the traffic 
travelling along Sandridge Road via Lowbourne Road often do not see 
there is a double roundabout at the corner of Sandridge and Forest 
Road. There are many near misses between people turning right into 
Lowbourne Road. Councillor Fiorelli had suggested we ask CATG to 
look into these problems.  
 
Councillor Illman suggested it was a matter of awareness ensuring 
signage is clear and clean. The Town Clerk confirmed our amenities 
staff could check the signage. The Town Clerk and Councillor Aves 
confirmed it was more related to poor driving. 
 
Councillor Hubbard confirmed for this to be considered by to CATG 
the problem should be clearly identified along with a suggested 
solution.  
 
Councillor Westbrook advised that there are traffic calming measure 
but the problem is people coming down own Sandridge Road and not 
stopping to look. 
 
Councillor Hubbard suggested the Town Clerk contact Mark Stansby 
to obtain his views on what is or is not possible to be more informed 
before forwarding to CATG.  
 

.2   Snarlton Lane - Parents dropping off and picking up children 
 

 Councillor Westbrook confirmed this related to an email sent to her 
by a resident relating to an area at the bottom of Snarlton Lane he 
perceived as dangerous. Parents are parking to collect and drop 
children at school and there is a crossing nearby.  
 
Councillor Illman confirmed she was aware of the issues and parking 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/3146/A350-Melksham-bypass
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in Snarlton Lane is closer than designated school parking. There had 
been no contact from the school requesting parents not to park in 
Snarlton Lane. Councillor Illman agreed to put a post on the School 
social media. 
 
Councillor Hubbard stated there would be new signage would be 
erected on  Snarlton Lane.  
 
Councillors Hubbard and Aves confirmed this is a residential area and 
many of the cars parked may be resident’s. The sole cause of the 
parking may not be because of  the school and should be realistic 
about the parking issues. 
 
The Committee asked the Town Clerk to write to the school as a 
starting point to make them aware of the residents’concerns and see 
if they can help. Councillor Illman to put a notice on the Parent’s 
Facebook group raising awareness.  
 

12/20   Application for a Street Trading Licence at Melksham Market Place 
 
Councillor Hubbard reported that the application for a licence for the Burger Van 
in the High Street had been refused by Wiltshire Council.  
 

13/20   Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
The date and time of the next meeting is  
 
5 January 2021 at 7.00 pm. 
 
 
 

Meeting Closed at: 9.13 pm 
 

Signed:    Dated: 

 


